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SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM
July 17, 2025
1:30 PM


1. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum [Non-Action Item].  

Ben West called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm, read the public participation section of the agenda, took roll and declared there was a quorum.
 
2. Public Comment [Non-Action Item].

No public Comment. 

3. Announcement [Discussion Only].

Cathy Hill thanked CSD for spray painting the uneven concrete around the complex to help pedestrians avoid tripping hazards as a temporary solution until they have the CIP money to repair and replace the concrete.  

4. [bookmark: _Hlk172278487]Approval of April 17, 2025, Meeting Minutes [For Possible Action].  A review and approval of the Washoe County Safety Committee meeting minutes of April 17, 2025.

Sean McVickers made a motion to approve the minutes of April 17,  2025, with correction of Brett Seegmiller name.  Brett Seegmiller seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

5. Presentation and Discussion of Industrial Injury Reports [For Possible Action]. A presentation of the Industrial Injury Summary reports and discussion, and possible action, to make recommendations for the purpose of prevention of work-related injuries or illnesses.

Edwin Smith presented report for time period since last meeting, pointing out that claims are down yet again since same period last year. 


Edwin mentioned that there was a water cooler leak on one claim and he followed up with the department.  Line is being repaired. Ann asked about the patrol collision being standard line of duty.  Cathy assured committee that it was in the line of duty.  

6. Communication Summary [For Possible Action}.  A review, discussion, and possible action based on the communication summary from Ben West for safety announcements to County personnel.

Edwin has previously used communications safety nominations to push out.    

Cathy would like the Street Vibrations safety message be sent.  Ben will look into that. 

Ann asked if there has been communication with the employees of 350 Center St regarding the changes being made and if there would be one way entering and one way leaving. Ben clarified for committee the project is closing in of first floor of the Center St garage and badge only access. Ben has been working with CSD and that communications will be going out shortly, at least a month out of any changes happening. 

Sean asked if there were any plans to secure the Court St parking as well. There have been some incidents of vehicle break ins and transient issues. Ben does not know of any plans for that location.  

7. Award Nominations [For Possible Action].  A discussion and possible recommendations of safety award nominations for County employees.

There are no new nominations. Ben West reminded members to forward any nomination that they receive to Edwin for processing, and to promote safety awards to their respective groups. 

8. Update on Safety Drills [For Possible Action].  A presentation and update by Ben West on County scheduled safety drills that have taken place since the last meeting and possible discussion of safety drills.

Ben let the committee know that we did a fire drill at the 9th street complex and we will be doing another drill at this location in September. Most of our feedback was positive.  There was some communication/speaker issues.  Ben and Edwin continue to reach out to the other departments, and training them that they can do their own drills, tabletop or otherwise. We do want to work with our larger complexes like the courts building with multiple departments. These locations present issues and coordination with Sheriff’s Office and inmate movement.  
9. Update on Safety Inspections [For Possible Action]. Update provided by Edwin Smith regarding Safety Inspections since the last meeting and possible discussion for departments to inspect before the next meeting. 

Edwin noted that he has done inspections at Downtown and South Valleys libraries, Crime Lab, Emergency Dispatch and 9th St bldg. D.  Ben was able to attend quite of few of the inspections to review security concerns as well. There were only minor issues with ceilings.  Emergency egress was all good. Moved some chemicals. Corrected an egress issue. 

Cathy asked Edwin what he learned on his inspections. Libraries are using a lot of surge protectors and facilities issues. Mostly well received. Ben mentioned that during his inspections the departments had adequate staff to participate. 

10. Announcements and Future Agendas [For Possible Action].  Comments by the Committee or staff members, limited to announcements, topics, or issues for future agendas.  No discussion among committee members will take place on this item.

We will continue with current agenda items. Nothing new requested. 

11. Public Comment [Non-Action Item].  Comments heard under this item will be limited to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the Safety Committee agenda.  However, action may not be taken on any matter raised during this public comment period until the matter is specifically listed on an agenda as an action item.  Comments are to be made to the Safety Committee as a whole.

No public comment. 

12. [bookmark: _Hlk184728277]Adjournment [Non-Action Item].

We will move the October meeting later so that Ben can attend. The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.
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